Digital sexuality education: by, with and for young people
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Digital sexuality education: by, with and for young people

education providers

‘ Sex education should go where its audience hangs out’
says Adrlan Radu, creator of the SEXUL vs BARZA Romanian sex education portal.

This series of posters featured as part of an exhibition
at‘Switchad On: Sexuality Education in the Digital
Space] a symposium held in lstanbul, Turkey, from
19-21 February, 2020. The pesters are snapshals of
digital sexuality education providers who are doing
just that - taking sexuality education to the digital

s where adolescents and young people can
search forand hopefully find, the information they
need. These are just a few of thousands of platiorms
that have emerged throughout the world and have
baen salactad bacause of their innovative approaches
and geographic spread.

“This diverse collection of providers operates in

‘over 30 countries, delivering accurate and non-
judgemental information in Arabic. Chinese, Dutch,
English, Hind, Kazakh, Kenyan sign language, Russian,
Turkish, and other lanquages. They daiiver in areas

‘of high and low connectivity through websites, apps,
social medlia and other platiors.

‘Their goals include promoting sexual health and
rights, reducing violence and stigma, empawering
wamen and girs, shifting gender and sexuality norms,
encouraging self acceptance and love, fostering
critical thinking, and using humour and art to break
down barriers. Savaral seek to fill gaps in formal
sevuality education recaivad in schools. Soma provide
information rarely available in certain languages

or contexts. Others aperate inan environment
overloaded with often inaccurate information. They
seck to bust myths and help young peaple decide
Which information is aCCUrate OF INaCcurate, useful or
not. Alltry 10 make sexuality education more fun.
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“This wide range of products and platforms targets
‘global audiences, including young men, young
wiomen, people of all genders and sexualities
LGBTI young people. peope with disabilities,
pragnant women, HIV positive youth, taachers,
parents, rural and urban populations, and more.
Content is produced by influencers, activists,
1echnical experts, and communities and users.
themselves; including by young peaple, people
‘with disabilities, HIV positive young people,
LGBTI groups and individisals, and Survivors of
‘gender-basad violence.

“Together, these innovative outlets have reached
hundreds of millions of adolescents and young
people throughout the world. Using narratives
and numbers to measure impact, these platiorms
have recorded changes to the way paopie are
‘educated, increased audience satisfaction,
increased HIV testing, and changed attitudes

and behaviours. They connect and partnar with
communities, counsellors, schools, media, pofice,
health sevices, government bodiies, UN agencies,
and dating apps.

Governments, donors, and the private sector
fund them. A couple make a profit, and sevaral
are surviving on almost no money. Each platform
finds its own way 1o negotiate the norms and
prassues of their contexts and the transnational
online spaces they occupy. Tagether, they
represent a rich and diverse body of online
sexuality education for young people i
increasingly digital world.
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“As wellas commmitting to auancing CSE with informal
o reach young people wherethey ae, ina language |
ng i giy onime”.

Vibeke Jensen, Director, Division of Peace
and Sustainable Development, UNESCO
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